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Literacy First Content Area Process was
implemented in 22 High Schools in 2000.
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By 2003, the number of students taking AP classes doubled and
almost the same number of students passed with a score of 3 or
higher as took AP classes in 2000.

Guilford County Schools,
North Carolina

After an exhaustive review of student achievement data, Dr. Joseph Petrosko
concluded, “Poverty and race/ethnicity were not factors.  High poverty
schools’ performance was equal or better than schools with lower poverty
levels.” Nystrand Center of Excellence in Education

College of Education, University of Louisville
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Emporia Middle School 
Emporia, Kansas 

 
Emporia Middle School began implementation of the Literacy First processes of Intensive Reading 
and Content Area in the 2007 - 2008 school year. Their student population is 63% economically 
disadvantaged and 24% English language learners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After implementation of the Literacy First process, performance for each student group on the 
Kansas Reading Assessment has increased by more than 8% with two groups increasing by more 
than 20%. The achievement gap between the different student groups closed from a gap of 38.7% 
between the highest and lowest performing student groups to 25.3% between the highest and 
lowest performing groups.  English language learners have made the most significant gains with a 
32.4% increase in the percentage of students meeting standard from year 06-07 to 07-08. 
 

 05-06 06-07 07-08 (1) Change after one year of 
implementation 

All 75.8 74.1 84.9 +9.1 
White 84.7 82.1 90.5 +4.8 
Hispanic 63.7 64.1 78.8 +15.1 
Eco Dis 66.4 64.6 80 +13.6 
ELL 58.6 43.4 75.8 +17.2 
Sp Ed 41.3 43.5 65.2 +23.9 
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 05-06 06-07 07-08 (1) Change after one year 

of implementation 

All 58.9 62 75.5 +16.6 
White 70.5 71.7 83.4 +12.9 
Hispanic 45.1 51.3 67.4 +22.3 
Eco Dis 48 51.8 69.2 +21.2 
ELL 43.1 40.2 66.5 +23.4 
Sp Ed 31.3 20.2 64.1 +32.8 
 
 
After implementation of the Content Area process, performance for each student group on the 
Kansas Math Assessment has increased by more than 12%. The achievement gap between the 
different student groups closed from a gap of 38.8% between the highest and lowest performing 
student groups to 19.3% between the highest and lowest performing groups. Special education 
students have made the most significant gains with a 32.8% increase in the percentage of students 
meeting standard from 05-06 to 07-08 school year. 
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HARDIN COUNTY SCHOOLS 
Title I Program        Nannette Johnston, Superintendent       Professional Development 

65 W. A. Jenkins Road  -  Elizabethtown, KY  42701-8452 
Phone:  (270) 769-8800               FAX: (270) 769-8907 

         
James D. Phillips, Director of Professional Development and Title I Services 

E-Mail:   James.Phillips@Hardin.kyschools.us 
 

March 21, 2008 
 
Dr. Bill Blokker, President-CEO 
Literacy First Process 
3109 150th Place SE 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 
 
Dear Dr. Blokker: 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to share with you our successes with the Literacy First Process in the Hardin County 
Schools.  We began the Literacy First Process in six of our elementary schools at the beginning of the 2001-2002 
school year.  In 2005-2006 we added three secondary schools.  Now we have a total of seven elementary schools and 
five secondary schools implementing Literacy First.   
 
Being involved in the Literacy First Process has allowed our district to move ahead in the area of reading.  Three 
years ago when we began working on intensive reading at the high school level, we targeted those students that were 
reading at least two years behind their peers.  The success of our intensive reading program in Literacy First at the 
high school level has been phenomenal.  After three years, we are now having parents request that their children be 
placed in intensive reading classes.  Students enrolled in our intensive reading classes at the high school are now 
requesting to do book studies by a particular author because they like the themes that certain authors use in their 
stories.  These students are presenting reader’s theater activities to their parents during parent meetings at the high 
school.  Also, these students are now enthusiastic about reading and are volunteering to read in their regular classes 
and this is a major milestone. 
 
The Literacy First Process has allowed our district to focus on best practices for reading instruction.  While our 
elementary teachers have always been willing to try many instructional strategies to improve reading we have 
probably seen the most professional growth in our middle and high schools that are involved in the content area 
reading component.  We are in the process of developing a training and overview videotape of our secondary schools.  
As I have been working on editing the footage for this videotape, I have been amazed to find content area teachers 
using walls that teach, using word sorts, and using literacy centers to enhance their classroom instruction.  Our 
teachers can truly “talk the talk” about literacy now and this has been impressive. As a result of the content area and 
intensive reading, I want to report that our high school reading scores have improved more than 24 points.  We are 
truly seeing a closing of the achievement gap for our students and these gains in reading on the state assessment are 
truly a testament to that fact. 
 
This year several of our schools are going through accreditation visits and site teams have been impressed and have 
noted the success of Literacy First in our schools.   
 
I just wanted to share with you some of our successes with the Literacy First Process.  Over the past seven years, I 
have had to opportunity to work with some superb individuals in your Literacy First Consultants. They are probably 
some of the most professional educators that I have ever encountered in my twenty-nine year is the field of education. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James D. Phillips 
Director of Professional Development and Title I Services 
Hardin County Schools 
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